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At Jungle Taming, we take un-
attractive grounds and make them beau-
tiful. This involves imagination, vision,
and  manicuring effort which is far be-
yond what it would take to simply
maintain grounds.

No greater joy exists for us than
taking on the challenge of changing
what looks impossibly ugly and making
it beautiful. That’s why we call our
business “Jungle Taming.”

Most of the people in the lawn
maintenance business are geared up for
speed (multiple jobs per day) and can-
not expend the time and effort required
to tackle “jungle” projects. After all, to
do this job properly,one must frequent-
ly get down on hands and knees and
crawl around under large shrubs and
trees. How else can a person remove
vines and saplings from under a beauti-
ful old azalea or camellia? Most lawn
maintenance crews are not trained in
horticulture and are not skilled in the
care of shrubs and perennials and trees.

My name is Bill Kunze. That’s me
up there waving my hat!

Greetings! I’d like to take a mo-
ment to tell you about us …

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

It’s easy to subscribe to the FREE monthly e-Magazine. Email your request
to info@jungletaming.com.

Monthly Horticultural Magazine and Southern Master Gardening is
distributed free of charge each month by Jungle Taming, LLC, an upscale
yard restoration landscaping company proudly serving the Columbia, SC

area.

Visit www.JungleTaming.com for more information.

This newsletter has been compiled by local experts in horticulture and land-
scaping, which combines scientific and practical applications of horticultur-
al theory.  Suggestions are general, and individual results may vary.
Opinions of authors do not always reflect Jungle Taming’s opinion.

Our garden writers want you to get more joy from your yard. That
can happen for you as you begin to employ the tips in this newsletter.
When you decide to join us on our quest for beauty, you will be glad
you did because you will have engaged your body, mind and soul in
the process. So may I encourage you to just take a few minutes to
look over this magazine, pick out a few things you want to try, then
begin to try them in your soon-to-be-famous Garden of Eden.

May I encourage you to subscribe, because, it is absolutely
FREE:

IT IS : all about Columbia,SC
IT IS: about gardening
IT IS: an exercise in experimentation with lots of surprises
along the way.

May I also encourage you to forward this magazine to any of
your friends who you think might be interested in ways to get
more joy out of life.
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Hints and tips to help you garden!

December

Amy’s Horticultural Tasks

Annuals
Continue to water cool season annuals.  Garden centers are stocked with
poinsettias this time of year.  Be sure to protect them from drafts from

outside doors and from heat vents.  If they are wrapped in foil, be sure to
remove it or puncture the foil to allow water to drain through.  Poinsettias

can easily drown if this is not done.  Poinsettias are tropical plants native to
Mexico, so they will not really grow and bloom here in South Carolina if

planted outside.  Our winters will kill them.  It is best to just throw them
away when the season is over.

Turf
Relax.  Enjoy the break from the heat and mowing.

Perennials
Most perennials have gone dormant for the
winter by now.  Some exceptions to this are
Lenten Rose, Japanese Tassal Ferns, Holly
Ferns, Autumn Ferns, Thyme, Hardy Ice

Plants, Heucheras, some daylilies, Cast Iron
Plants, Sedums, Carex, Acorus Grass, some

Dianthus, Creeping Raspberry, Ivy, and Wire
Vine.
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Shrubs

Shrubs such as junipers, hollies, false hollies, and rosemary
have been used as seasonal decorations in wreaths, on man-
tles, and over doorways by southerners for years.  You can
keep these cutting from drying out too fast by keeping them
away from heat vents and by using antitranspirants.  Anti-
transpirants are sold under names like Wilt Proof in garden
centers.  They coat a plant with a thin, waxy layer that pro-
hibits transpiration from leaves.  Simply spray this on the
cuttings, and let dry before placing them as decorations.

Amy’s Horticultural Tasks

Trees

The first Friday in December is South Carolina’s Arbor Day.  School children traditionally plant trees at school on
this day to celebrate the beginning of optimum tree planting season.  December through March is the best time in
South Carolina to plant trees.  Did you know that trees planted on the western side of a building can lower summer
cooling costs?  Trees contribute so much to our world.  Trees are sources of jobs, food, shade, oxygen, building
materials, rayon, ice cream (Yes, ice cream!), paper, rubber, wood products, increase property values, and provide
homes for wildlife.  All this is in addition to being great places for kids to climb, hang a swing, and adding beauty
to our world!  These should be plenty of good reasons to plant a tree.  Consider carefully your choice of tree, the
site where it’s to be planted, and the size it will become when mature.  Watch for overhead wires, don’t get too
close to a building, walkway, or drive, and be sure that it won’t obscure your ability to see at corners or when pull-
ing out of the driveway.   When handling a tree, never carry it by the trunk.  Hold it by the container and support
the root ball.  The planting hole should be 2-3 times the width of the root ball, but not any deeper.  Gently loosen
the roots of the tree before placing in the hole.  Backfill the hole with soil, tamping it down with your foot to firm
the soil.  When the hole is half filled, water the hole to help settle the soil.  Continue filling the soil.  A water berm
placed around the perimeter of the root ball will help keep water confined to the root zone when watering.  Place
mulch around the tree (not on it) at a depth of 3-4 inches.  The tree will need to be hand watered daily for two
weeks, and then every other day for an additional two weeks.  After that water twice a week.  Do not depend on an
irrigation system for newly planted trees.  Irrigation systems are designed to water established plants.  Continue to
water the tree throughout the winter.

Roses
Do not fertilize roses this month.  If ordering from a rose catalog, you should place your order no lat-

er than this month to ensure you get the cultivar you desire in time to plant in March.
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About Amy
Amy Wright, who has a degree in horticulture, is a Certified Nursery
Professional, Pesticide Applicator, Environmental Landscaper,
Arborist, and Landscape Technician, and has been in the horticultural
industry for several years as a garden center employee, lecturer,
consultant, and designer. She was the recipient of the 2002 Horticul-
ture Student of the Year award from the SC Nursery and Landscape
Association. She is currently the landscape designer for the City of
Columbia, and is a member of the SC Nursery and Landscape Associa-
tion and the Greater Columbia Landscape Association. She has
consulted on gardening articles for Columbia Metropolitan magazine
and The State newspaper, appeared on ETV’s “Making It Grow,” and
has also been a radio guest on “The Andy Thomas Show” to answer
questions on gardening.

International Certified Arborist, and Certified Environmental Land-
scaper

803.240.2636

Email:  amywrightdesign13@gmail.com

About Amy
Amy’s Horticultural Tasks
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It’s the season for poinsettias. Choose from colors of white, pink, red or
variegated. The best way to prolong poinsettia blooms is to keep them
cool and out of drafts and direct sunlight.  Water when the top of the

soil is dry and mist the petals to stop them from drying out too quickly.
Trying to keep poinsettias to attempt re-blooming requires exacting

conditions of light and temperature and requires a professional grower.
Do not be in a hurry to toss, as they will grow and survive in an outdoor
setting until frost. The beautiful shape of the green leaves makes them
great additions to be used as accent plants in a large pot of plantings.

C

Christmas cacti should never be allowed to set in water. Allow the soil to dry completely between watering.
Place them in indirect light. They are

worth keeping, for they bloom several
times a year. I recall my mother-in-law
calling them May Cacti, because they
may bloom anytime. They are tropical
cacti not dessert cacti. Fixing a gravel

bowl is a good idea. This will allow
moisture in the air while keeping them

from suffering from wet roots.

Happy Hoildays!

Caring for Chrismas Flowers
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Ruby has an Ed. D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of South Carolina.
After retiring as an educator, she developed her artistic abilities and illustrated her first
nonfiction children’s science book, Earth Turns on Its Axis, and…  She has another book
called Growing Little Green Thumbs.

Ruby DeLoach Author, Retired Educator

Email:  rhdeloach@aol.com

www.crookedcreekart.org/deloach.htm
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Gardening
for
Everyone

by Donald McInnes

Plantpourri
Fun Facts

Gimme Green
I recently checked a short film called Gimme Green (see
gimmegreen.com) out of the Richland Library. It’s a film
from 2006 by a couple of University of Florida students.
It was recommended by a fellow Master Gardener, Crys-
tal Masterson, in an article she wrote for an upcoming
issue of the Midlands Master Gardener (see scmmga.org)
newsletter on eliminating or reducing the size of your
lawn. Gimme Green isn’t for everyone (but if your sense
of humor draws you to Waiting for Guffman or David
Byrne’s True Stories, you might enjoy it), but some of
the facts it presents are truly astounding:

● Everyday more than 5000 acres of land are con-
verted to lawn.

● Over $40 billion is spent on lawns in US per
year.

● US lawns require 60,000,000,000 gallons of wa-
ter per day.

● More than 30,000 tons of pesticides applied to
yards in the US annually.

● Of the 30 most used lawn pesticides, 17 are rou-
tinely detected in groundwater.

● Half of these 30 pesticides are possible or proba-
ble carcinogens according to the EPA.

● Children in households using lawn pesticides
have a 6.5 times greater risk of developing leuke-
mia.

Carolina Nature
It’s rare to come across a resource that’s good and spe-
cific for helping us identify the plants and animals we’re
likely to come across locally. In addition to
NameThatPlant.net, the Savannah River Ecology Lab
Herpetology website (see srelherp.uga.edu), and Plant-
man at the USC Herbarium (herbarium.org), I would add

a website I came across only recently,
Carolina Nature (carolinanature.com).

Red Bay Death at Belser Arboretum
I wrote last month on the threat of the red bay ambrosia
beetle to our red bay and sassafras trees. At the time, I
hadn’t heard of any reports of this insect in the Midlands.
Recently on a visit to the USC Belser Arboretum
(arboretum.biol.sc.edu), I examined a number of dying
red bays. While I didn’t see any of the beetles’ tell-tale
frass extrusions, the pith in the dying trees was consistent
with the laurel wilt disease carried by the red bay ambro-
sia beetles. Unfortunately, once the trees are infected by
laurel wilt, there’s nothing that will save them.

Tree ID
On the recommendation of a certified arborist, I tried a
tree identification app for iPhone called Tree ID
(https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tree-id-treeid-fall-
foliage/id323046748). It’s free for iPhone, but I don’t
know if there is an android equivalent. Tree ID has won-
derful photos and good descriptions of many trees—a
more comprehensive database than many tree books. But
it’s not got everything. Missing was Quercus variabilis,
the Chinese cork oak—a tree I see every time I walk to
Earthfare, and one I’ve been trying to ID for some time
(I managed to figure it out looking through lots of imag-
es of acorns online). I’m not sure how useful Tree ID is
going to be for most folks. I’ve yet to successfully man-
age to ID a tree by entering characteristics into the key,
so I don’t think it’s going to be a reliable ID tool unless
you have some idea of what it is you’re looking at, but
it’s worth a try for the photos alone.

All links can be found at our website.
Come see us - www.JungleTaming.com!

http://www.gimmegreen.com/
http://scmmga.org/wp/
http://www.namethatplant.net/
http://www.namethatplant.net/
http://srelherp.uga.edu/herps.htm
http://herbarium.biol.sc.edu/
http://www.carolinanature.com/
http://jungletaming.com/category/gardeningforeveryone/
http://jungletaming.com/category/gardeningforeveryone/
http://arboretum.biol.sc.edu
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/tree-id-treeid-fall-foliage/id323046748
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Gardening
for
Everyone

by Donald McInnes

Plantpourri
Fun Facts

Help Me Solve a Puzzle
Dear readers, I’d like your help. I’ve
noticed a phenomenon that I cannot
explain. The first time it came to my
attention was on James Island, near
Charleston. Since then, I’ve noticed
it dozens of times in Columbia. What
I’m talking about is incomplete front
walks, walks that go from a home’s
front door toward the street or side-
walk, and then stop just shy of their
destination. I’ve included a couple of
photos. Did the builders have some
reason not to connect to the street or
sidewalk? If you know the answer to
this mystery or wish to hazard a
guess, please use the “Comment”
section on our website. I look for-
ward to your responses and thank
you for your help.

Trash to Treasure?
Here’s an interesting idea to do
something constructive with kudzu:
“Kudzilla” (see
http://grist.org/list/hilarious-
kickstarter-alert-kudzilla-the-
godzilla-made-out-of-invasive-kud-
zu-vines).

Arbor Day
SC Arbor Day this year is December
6th (see
www.clemson.edu/extfor/publication
s/forlf23). If you don’t plant a tree, I
challenge you to learn about one.
Start by choosing a tree on your
property or in your neighborhood
whose identification you’re not sure
of. See if you can figure out what
species it is. (If you have trouble,
send me an email, and I’ll give you
some help or point you to a suitable
resource). It may not be a Hallmark
holiday, but enjoy Arbor Day just the
same!

All links can be found at our
website.

Come see us -
www.JungleTaming.com!

If you’d like help with your land-
scape, Don can be reached at

seenvdes@aol.com.

http://grist.org/list/hilarious-kickstarter-alert-kudzilla-the-godzilla-made-out-of-invasive-kudzu-vines/
http://grist.org/list/hilarious-kickstarter-alert-kudzilla-the-godzilla-made-out-of-invasive-kudzu-vines/
http://www.clemson.edu/extfor/publications/forlf23
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About Don

Donald McInnes, Ph.D., has degrees in biology from
Duke, Northwestern and Florida State. He has worked
for Clemson Extension in Richland County for more
than a decade, assisting thousands of consumers with
landscape, garden, wildlife and pest control ques-
tions. He is also the owner of Southeastern Environ-
mental Design, a landscape coaching, consulting and
design service, and chairs the City of Columbia’s Tree
and Appearance Commission.

Donald McInnes, Ph.D.

Agricultural Assistant, Clemson Extension

Owner, Southeastern Environmental Design

Email: seenvdes@aol.com

Gardening
for
Everyone

by Donald McInnes
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Professor Ron’sTimely Tips

This a wonderful time of year.  The hot sweltering days are behind us, and the cool fall and winter days are here
offering the outdoor gardener a brisk breath of fresh air.  Oh yes, we will have some cold days, but “if you don’t
like the weather one day, you’ll like it the next day.  That’s South Carolina weather.”

The days of longer nights and shorter days, give us a time of reflection and a time of planning.  The time of reflec-
tion helps us to remember the things we did, and how we could have done them better.  What is in the past is in
the past, and there is no way to change that.  However, we can help ameliorate the problems of the past by better
planning which leads to success.

A few years along ago, a former student, Gene Bradley, taking the Lawn Care course for the second time a few
years later, made a comment during a class break that I will always remember.  Gene stated that there were 3
reasons for taking the class for the second time.  The first reason was you always learn something new, the sec-
ond reason was that you associate with people of the same mind-set and the third reason is that it is more eco-
nomical to attend a night class than to go to a movie on an hourly basis.  At current prices, a movie ticket and a
small tub of popcorn is over $ 20.18 including sales tax.  Let’s say the movie last 2 hours, therefore, the costs for
entertainment and no instruction is 10.09.  Today’s price for 1 hour of instruction in the Landscape and Horticul-
ture Program is $ 7.04.  You do the math, which is more economical.

Why not plan to take one or more of the following courses at Midlands Technical College in 2014?  They are
taught at night.

Cultivate Your Mind with MTC Classes

Annuals and Perennials
Arboriculture
Home Vegetable Gardening (Organic and Traditional)
Irrigation
Landscape Construction
Landscape Design
Landscape Management
Lawn Care
Nursery Production, Greenhouse Management & Prop-
agation
Pests in the Landscape
Plant Growth & Development

Soil Management
Woody Plants and Shrubs

Our instructors are on the cutting edge of their profes-
sions.  Come, meet them and take their classes.

For further information, Go Online, Midlands Technical
College, Cooperate and Continuing Education, View
Course Catalog, click on Landscape and Horticulture un-
der Job and Career Enhancement.
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Professor Ron’sTimely Tips

About Ron

Ron has 40 years of landscaping experience.  Since
1975, he has owned and operated Tookeedoo
Farms, a landscaping and nursery business.  With
two degrees from Clemson University, he is also a
horticulture and landscape teacher at Midlands
Tech, and was honored as the Adjunct Professor
of the Year in Continuing Education in 2006.  As
owner of Cowart Landscaping Consulting, LLC,
Ron’s goal is to “arm the homeowner with knowl-
edge.”

Ron Cowart

Owner, Cowart Landscaping Consulting, LLC

803.513.4242

Email:  cowartconsulting@gmail.com

www.cowartconsulting.com

This article was written by Ron Cowart, Cowart Landscape Consulting.  Ron special-
izes in solving turfgrass problems.  All turf samples are sent to Clemson University for

analysis.  A complete summarized report is written based upon the cause of the
disease or disorder and the recommended treatment is included.

please contact Ron Cowart, cowartconsulting@gmail.com
(803) 513-4242.
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Food for Thought

    The food you eat can either be the safest and most pow-
erful form of medicine or the slowest form of poison.

~Ann Wigmore

Sally
Hansley
Odum

Square Foot Gardening Foundation is a Pioneer of the Organic Food Movement and the Fight to
End World Hunger.

In August, 2013, a victory was scored for Los Angeles, California, gardeners who had no place to
garden. The city council voted to waive a law that prohibited gardeners and food enthusiasts
from planting vegetables and fruits in public parkways. Now free, healthy food is popping up ev-
erywhere, as council members work to establish guidelines for parkway gardening.

This is in keeping with a trend sweeping the country and the planet, where common sense and
need are trumping long-established laws and traditions.

SFGF: Pioneers of the Organic Movement
Square Foot Gardening Foundation is a pioneer of the "new" farm-to-table, healthy, organic,
free-for-all food movement. For 40 years, we have been placing SFGs in public parks, schools,
libraries, zoos, food banks, churches, homeless shelters, transitional facilities, and anywhere
else we can find. Sustainable, organic gardening is the ideal way to feed the masses. Feel good
that as an SFG supporter, you knew this long before it became "a trend."
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Sally
Hansley
Odum

Why SFG Can Solve World Hunger

Some people question why Square Foot Gardening is the solution to world hunger. Let us count the ways:

SFG conserves 80% water usage over traditional row gardening. In a world experiencing an ever-growing fresh
water crisis, this is perhaps the single most important aspect of how SFG is the ideal solution to provide food for
the planet and save the environment.

SFG saves 80% space over traditional row gardens. This is important for all those who have limited gardening
space. SFGs can be placed on rooftops, concrete patios, decks, and in an area as small as 3X3 feet!

SFGs produce 5X as much produce as a traditional row garden.

It's easy! Anyone can do it – even children, disabled persons, and elderly. No weeding, no tilling, no amending
the soil, and far less labor!

Square Foot Gardening saves the environment. SFG uses no fertilizers or harmful chemicals that eventually run-
off into rivers and oceans, producing algae blooms (red tide), killing fish and marine life. SFGF emphases all or-
ganic products and methods. Bees and pollinators feeding on SFG flowers fly away happy and fulfilled, not
reeling from toxic pollen! The SFG carbon footprint is so small, you can't even see it!

A family in India, Zambia, or the Bronx, New York, may not have an acre of land for a row garden, but do they
have a flat rooftop, balcony, window boxes, or four feet of yard space? If so, they can feed their family life-giving
healthy vegetables from a SFG. SFG community gardens are another option.

 SFG saves wasted seeds, wasted space, and wasted money. In a global economy where many are suffering, this
just makes good economic sense. A Haitian gardener or a poor American cannot afford to buy a lot of seeds and
expensive fertilizer. But they can use what they have on hand to create SFGs and homemade compost.

Join the Square Foot Gardening revolution today – a revolution that demands a happier, more sustainable future
where every person has access to life-sustaining, empowering, garden fresh, organic food! Help us get the word
out to put an end to world hunger!
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Miss Patsy’s Secret Weapon Recipes

Vidalia Onion Pie

Vidalia onion pie is a favorite of my hus-
band and me.  It is easy to make and goes
with almost any dish.

Cooking Instructions

Sauté Onions in Butter
Beat egg in bowl and add sour cream, salt, pep-
per and tabasco sauce.
Add onions and pour into baked shell
Sprinkle with cheese and bake till brown.  20
minutes.

INGREDIENTS
Ingredients

2 Big Onions (sliced)

3 Eggs

8 Oz. Sour Cream

1 Stick Butter

Salt and Butter

½ Cup Shredded Parmesan Cheese

Tabasco Sauce

1 Baked 9 inch Deep Dish Pie Shell

Miss Patsy

Patsy Cowart, “Miss Patsy,” is the eldest of four chil-
dren, all born in a country house built before 1900. She
was taught to cook at an early age by her mother, Miss
Mildred Ross.  It was and still is a sign of respect in cer-
tain pockets of Kershaw county to refer to locals by
their name with Miss or Mr. preceding the first name.
Simple home cooking was the rule of the day, and noth-
ing was thrown away.  A cook book was hardly followed
and recipes were shared using terms like “use a pinch of
this, pinch of that,” and “add to taste.”  Miss Patsy is a
pretty darn good cook—so Professor Ron married her
41 years ago.



Soda City
Farmer’s Market!

It takes place downtown
on Main St. Between

Hampton St and Taylor
St.

Want to learn more about how to take care of your
property & possibly convert that knowledge into
your own lawn care, landscaping, or nursery busi-
ness, then you may want to enroll in the Adult
Evening educational courses offered through the
Continuing Education Program of Midlands Tech.

 Most courses are taught @ the N.E. Campus,
located in the Research Park, near the intersection
of Farrow Rd & I77.

For more info  click on:
http://mtconline.midlandstech.edu/CeClassCatalog/s
cheduleopen?v=SCEHOR&pr=cehor for course
description & dates, location, registration. Note: if
not enough people enroll to justify paying the
professor, then the course will not be taught @ that
time & your money will be refunded.

01.14 starts
Irrigation

Nursery Production, Greenhouse
Management & Propagation

Classes to Further
Learn

Come See Us!

South Carolina Association

of Independent Home Schools
Passing the torch to the next generation
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Visit our new website
and come see why SCAIHS

helps homeschoolers!

www.SCHomeschooling.com


